Greetings to all of the friends of overcomepanic.com and Fear to Freedom Ministries!

With the holidays fast approaching I just wanted to take a few minutes to encourage you as we close out 2008.If you find yourself in challenging situation, you are not alone. Whether you are facing economic uncertainty, family turmoil, or battling the relentless spirit of fear, I want to urge you to be obedient to what the Lord is leading you to do. Sometimes what He is directing you to isn’t always the easiest route…the right thing isn’t always the simplest or the easiest. In fact, the opposite is often true. If God is leading you, you will likely have to cling to Him like never before in order to walk down that path. If you could easily accomplish what is before you in your own strength, it may not be God’s plan – because He is perfectly fine with your having to trust Him with every ounce of your strength!


In my own personal life during the past month, I have had to face one of the biggest challenges of my adult life and confront fear head-on. I truly believed in my heart that God was leading me in a certain direction, but yet I didn’t see how in the world it would all come together. At about that time I remembered something that Pastor Leon Forte of Athens, OH, said while in Salem earlier this fall: “If  you could see all the finances and the provision and how it was all going to work out, it wouldn’t take much faith to step out, would it?” 

Having remembered that, I ‘felt the fear and did it anyway.’ I knew I would rather take a step of faith and fail than to have to some day stand before God and say, “I was too afraid to do what you told me to do.”


Believe you me, I cried many tears, but I rested in the fact that the Lord hasn’t failed me in all of my 41 years! And His record is still perfect because the very next day, I received a phone call and things began to fall into place. Within three days, it was clear how God was going to provide for what He had told me to do… “what God orders, He pays for.”


But the interesting thing about it was that He waited to see if I would “go” before He showed me how He was going to provide. I truly believe that He was waiting for me to be obedient and take that step of faith before He would allow the provision to come to focus.


I hope that what I have felt led to share with you somehow touches your heart this Christmas Season. God has so many ways of getting the resources you need into your hands…and He will often use some very unlikely sources to meet your needs. He knows what we need, when we need it, and while He is never late, I have learned that He is rarely early either! Many times we are waiting on Him, but He is actually also waiting on us to trust Him, get out of the boat like Peter did, and walk toward Him.

So if you are finding yourself in a place of doubt or lack or fear, I urge you to hear what He is leading you to do and take that step of obedient faith and watch what He will do. He is truly Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord Who Provides!


Well, the next time I write we will be in a new year…ending what has been for many, a year of change, a year of struggle, but also a year of new beginnings in many areas. Three final things: 1) Don’t forget to keep voting daily for my scholarship essays at www.crosslites.com so that I have a better chance at winning a $2,000 scholarship, 2) Check out the www.crossroads.ca website on December 26. The producers at 100 Huntley Street in Canada informed me that one of our segments was selected to appear in the Best of Full Circle 2008, along with Becky Tirabassi and Mark Gungor, and 3)Check out our website at www.overcomepanic.com for FREE shipping throughout the remainder of the holiday season. 

Enjoy your Christmas and remember to keep Jesus at the focus of your celebration!

Until next year --- be blessed and not stressed!  

